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Hylan Accused
Of Aiding Ring
In Meter Grab

(Continuad frem page olu'llL

count, while the exchange firma charge
;20, with a 80 to 40 per cent discount.
t really amounta to twice as much aa
we charge. Ours iz just as efficient as
theirs and has been approved in every
way by Water Department engineers
as preseribed under the rules and yet
it can't get into the city after an
effort of two and one-half years'

Under the city charter, it was ex-
plained, the meters must finally be
approved by the Board of Aldermen be-
fore licensed plumbers are permitted
to intall them.

4] hegan trying to get our machine
fnto the city in June, 1919," the wit-
ness said. “Several of our meters had
long before been submitied for ap-
proval to Colonel Merritt H. Smith,
chief engineer for the Department of
Water Supply, Gas and Electricity.
They were approved in July, 1910, and
letters to this effect were gent to me
by Nicholas P. Hayes, commissioner of
the department.”

Letters dater July 2 and 17 and Sep-
tember 6 and 11 passing between the
Commissioner and Cett! were submitted
in evidence. .

In the same month Commisajoner
Hayes informed Cetti that the matter
had been sent to the Board of Alder-
men and the Commissioner's recommen-
dution appeared in the calendar of the
board on November 25, 1918,

On that date, when the matter was
introduced for action before the board,
it was referred to the committee on

ublic buildinge, said Cetti, of which
;(ennea!ly was chairman,

4f wrote to Kenneally twice about
the matter,” said Cetti, “but nothing
was ever done.”

Kenneally “Explains”

“Finally, on December 30, 1919, 1 was
introduced to Alderman Kenneally by
the Commissioner of Public Works of
Brooklyn.
Aldermanie Chamber.

“What did he say?” asked Mr, Un-
termyer,

“"He paid to me: ‘The reason I did
not de snything in your matter is be-
cause the manufacturers of water
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meters in New York City object to a
meter coming into this city manufae-
tured outside of New York Olt‘}'.

they wore to iook for business in other
cities they would not get the chance.”

“What did you say?’

“I said to him: ‘In all my earser in
traveling never has a New York City
made meter been discriminated against
anywhers in the United States, Ap a
matter of fact, I told him that only
three of the eight manufacturera in the
water meter exchange were New York
firms, and that they had the bulk of
the business not only in this country
but almo in foreign countries. The
other five are scattered all over the
country. Surely, alderman, you would
not stand in the way of our meter
after it has stood the endurance test
and mot every legal requiremont. This
should be a strictly business proposi-
tion and passed on its merits.”

“He replied to me,” went on Cetti,
“‘It is not on its merits at all. You
are one of thope fellows who refuse
to listen to reason and now you won't

et it at nll, and I don't care whe asks
or it'"

“What did he mean by ‘listening to
reason? " queried Mr. Untermyer.

“1 don’t know.”

“And yet you told him that five of
the makers in the exchange were out-
side the city1”

“Yes."

“Well, what happened to your reso-
lution.” i

“It was never reported out by Een-
neally and it juat died in commlttee.”

“What did you do noext1”

Appenled to Mayor

“I appealed to the Mayor, explnining
the situation, some tima early in 1920."

Letters of Cetti to the Mayor and
those received in reply were submitted
in evidence.

Cetti, in his letters to Hylan com-
plained of his treatment by Kenneally
and asked for a aquare deal in having
the meters  judged on their merits,
On January 26, 1820, Cetti received a
letter from the Mayor saying that the
Iatter had written Kenneally on the
matter requesting that the matter be
given considersion on its merits.

Cetti said that by thia time he was
becoming disgusted and finally decidad
to have Major Robert Starr Allyn, the
Alderman in his—the 46th—district, re-
introduce the matter before the Board
of Aldermen. Allyn did this and the
| matter was at once referred by F. H, La
Guarttia, President of the board, to t;ho.
General Welfare Committee, of _whu:h
the Democratje floor leader, William T.
Collins, was chairman. : i

“] asked Colling for a hearing,” said
‘Cetti. “The heacing was held on April
8, Several questions were put to me,
which 1 evidently answered to their
satisfaction, and Mr, Collins said: ‘I am
aatisfied youy, matter is on the level
and [ am for i1, and shan't keep you out
any longer.'”

“Then you went home?”

“Happy.” "

“How long did you stay happy? :

“Two days. In some u. nown way it
appeared in The City Record that the
resolution approving the Dudger water
meter for New York City was referred
back to the Board of Aldermen as a
whole without any l't‘.ClJm&‘l‘ll“]llllul:S."

“Rut nobody had appeared against it
in the committee, had they?”

“Nohody, so far as they could be
| seen.”

Getti then told how the board had
mat on April 20, and how the resolution
was voted down.

“It was voted down by a full Demo-
eratic vote of 36 to 26 Republicans”
he testified. “Alderman Beckerman
rot up and said it was absolutely un-
true that the measure had becn placed
before the board as a whole, without

I

| recommendations; that he voted favor- [ pened to. Assembly bill 590, and the

|::b],\.' for it in the Welfare Committee
and it was about time that this forgery
| would cease."”

| Called 1t Forgery

“Did he eall it forgery?"
| ‘“Yes, Alderman Bostwick reiterated
| the =ame remark and said it had been

voted on favorably bv the committec.”

“Nohody disputed these remarks, did
they 7"

" “No. It was put to a vote and killed.
Not & thing was said about the merits
| of the meter.”
| “Did any one suggest it should be-
| come a political issue?”

“] do not remember that. I remem-
|her that Alderman Allyn said he
| thought that Tammeny Hall had been
| seen in the matter and wanted to know

1

| if any instructions had been sent out.
| Another man, & Mr. O'Rourke, said
| something for the Democratic side
| about ‘they weren't made in New
| York! I knew it was killed, but 1
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didn't know why.”

Cettl anid that he then wrots to Mr.
usrdia and to the Mayor, protest-
ln%aznlnst tho action of the board.

e offored lotlers to the Mayor and
hia reply in evidence, Cotti made his
complaint to the Mayor after referring
to & headline in a newspnaper reading:
“"Mayor Pledges Continued Vigil for
Poople’s Rights.” 1n the course of one
of his letters to the Mayor he says:

“It was charged by soveral members
of the Committee on Goneral Welfare
that the original favorable report de-
cided udpun on April B, 1620, approving
the Badger meter, was tampered with,
On top of that party politics wore re-
sorted to on the Democratic majority
side of the house to defont the mens-
ure and the absolute merit of tho ense
was knocked to the four winds of the
earth, I appeal to you as Mpyor for
justice snd a square deal, A speeinl
message from you to the Board of
Aldermen will solve the problem.”

The Mayor at firat replied that the
metter was again referred to Commis-
sioner Hayen for reconmideration. A
littla Iater he got another lotter from
the Mayor, in which he meraly sent
along what Commissioner Hayes hud
eaid, to the effect that nothing more
could be done by the commisaioner in
the matter,

“And is that all you pot from the
Mayor"”?

l;}'a’.'l

“What did you do next"?

Sought Interview With Hylan

“I went back and tried to get an in-
tervisw wlth the Mayor."

“Well, how did you succeed?”

“Well, his honor finally cnme out
and asked if there was anybody there
to see him and Mr, Sinnott kindly in-
troduced me to him. He said: ‘What
ecan I do for you? 1 have no jurisdic-
tion over the Board of Aldermen. I
am powerless, [ don't mix in their
affairs and they don’t mix in mine ™

“Well,! I said, 'l thought you ecould
chief magistrate of the city for a
square deal'”

“He said: ‘What do you mean by a
square deal? "

“Well, 1 said, 'T thought you could
help me."”

“He said: ‘Well, now, I will speak to
Alderman Kenneslly only in g kindly
way to see what I can do for you, but
I won't promize snything'"”

“That was some time in July. 1

didn’t hear anything from him,” went |

on Cetti, “and then I write to the
Mayor's seeretary, Mr. Sinnott, asking
about it and he replied that jusit as
soon as he hears anything he would
let me know, but I never received any-
thing.”

“What did you do next?”" asked Mr,
Untermyer.

“Well, my intuition led me to the
conclusion that the water works test
was sufficient in other large cities and
so 1 sought legislation to break
through the bars here. I went to Al-
bany in an effort to have the power
taken from the Board of Aldermen to
pass on the meters and have it put
into the hands of the chiefl enginrcer
of the Department of Water Supply,

Gas and Electricity, as it is in o'fhc'ri

cities,
Mayor Vetoes Bill

“T had a bill introduced by Assem-
blyman James F, Bly, of the 11th Dis-
triet, in which I five. 1 thought it
was pretty hard to be deprived of a
living in your home tfown. The bill
was known as Assembly bill 680, It
was passed by both houses, and being a
lacal bill was sent to the Mayor for
approval,

“What happened to the bill?" asked
Mr. Untermyer.

“Yesterday morning I went down to
the Mayor's office, inguiring what Lap-

liputenant standing at the Mayor's door
agked me if this pertained to water

| committee would be glad to hear from

meters, and L said, yes. He went into
the Mayor's office and came out later
and told me it was disapproved.”

“And that is where you stand just
now, is it?" guestioned Untermyver.

“Wgs there a hearing on the bill he- |
fore the Mayor put his t!isnpprovul!
on it?"

[ ter, hail for its purpose the taking of
| the i
| Board of Aldermen, composed of sixty- |

| ing the
“Yes, Wedneaday of last week., It | in
waa the first bill called on the calendar. | engineer of u department under my

I spoke in favor of it. Nobody spoke
in opposition to it and the Mayor
said nothing by way of disapproval of
it. He llstened to what I had to may
very intently:

“There was nohody from the Hoard
of Aldermen to opppose it, was there?"

"Not that I know of. It certalnly
wan not dono publicly,’” replied Cettl
with a amile,

The Mnayor's chief elerk, John J,
Glennon, then testified he had charge
of all bhills coming before the Mayor
and that he had recelved Bill 580 on
April 11 and transmited it to the
Muyor on April 12, He teatified to an
entry in his bill book that the bill had
been disnpproved on  April 23, Ianst!
Saturday, and that no memorandum
accompanied the bill when it waws re-
turned to Albany, aa is usually the
ense, piving the reasons for the disap-
proval, It was merely marked, he said,
“Disapproved.”

Approved by 8 Out of 10

Alderman  Allyn then testified to
speaking before the Welfare Commit-
tee on the Badger meter resolution
and how it had been approved by eight
out of the ten members of the com-
mittee, the other two not hrving voted
on the matter,

“In the minutes issued later in the
resolution,” said Allyn, “it didn't say
what happened to the bill, but jt bore
the signatures of the eight members
npproving. When it got to the Board
of Aldermen it appeared in the Jour-
nal entry ns though it hed not been
reported favorably, 1 knew that was
not a truthful record of the entry.
The Journnl entry was attacked by

several of the Aldermen. Alderman
Coldins got up and said it had not
been reported favorably. T charged

that the report had been altered, and
CGolling did not deny the alteration,

“Hostwiek got up and said
wouldn't stand for any such forgery,

“Colling then got up and said,” ‘I'll
give you a taste of your own medi-
cine," nnd turned thumbs down when it
came to a vote, 1 then knew that the
only explanation of the matter could be
found in the Water Meter Manufaet-
urers' Fxchange and possibly in o cer-
tiin politician.”

Allyn here said that in the course of
the argument with Kenneally on the
matter he invited the latter outside the
Aldermanie Chamber, and that they both
repaired to an adjeining room te fight
when they were purted by other Alder-
men

he

en,

Colonel Smith, the chief engineer for|
the Water Supply Deptirtment, then |
testified to. the accuracy of Cetti's
story about the approval of the ‘Budger'
meter, He said 1t was as good as nn)fi
on the market, and was cheaper. He
said there were sixteen meters made by |
the eipht members of the Water Meter
Exchange, and that up to this moment
they were the only ones allowed to be
installed in this city, He said that ap-
plieation for tests had been made by
the Gammon company for some of their
meters, that they had been approved
and were about to be recommended by
the bhoard for adoption.

Ta Hear City Officials

Mr, Untermyer announced that the

Kenneally, or any
officials who were involved in the dis-
closures, when it resumes its hearings
Tuesday morning in City Hall,

Mayer Hylun last night issued the
following statement in connection with
the matter:

“Mr, Untermyer was quoted by the
press as making the following state-
ment before the Lockwood committee,
'"That Mayer Hylan had wetoed a hill
designed to break up s graft-taking
and extorting monopaly.’ |

“So that the public may know the
true fiaets and not be misled by Mr. |
Ilntermyer's innuendees, here are the |

fa
I'he so-ealleld water meter hill,
amending Section 475 of the eity char-

of the other ecity

powoer  at

present lodged in the |
seven members and five horough Presi-
dents, clected by the people, and plac- |
arbitrary power of approval

B
the hands of one man, the chicf
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jurindlction, -In my judgment, no such
arbitrary power should be lodged In
any one man. Therefore, the veto.”

ﬂ has, been understood that [f the
Mayor made any statement before ap-
pearing veluntarily before the commit-
tou {n defense of his position, he prob-
phly would he subpmnped to appear as
& witneas.

Alnaworth's Elght Companies

The following 14 a list of the water
moter firma in Alnsworth's exchange,
which alone are permitted to do busi-
ness in New York City:

The Ameérican Meter, manufactured
at Buffale, '

The Hersey Mater, manufactured by
the Hersey Company,

The Keystone meter, manufacturad
by the Pittsburgh Meter Company.

Tha Nash meter, manufactured by
the National Meter Company, which is
said to have resigned recently from the
exchange.

The Thomson meter, manufactured
by the Thomason Company.

The Trident meter, manufactured by
the Neptune Meter Company.

The Union meter, manufactured by
the Union Meter Compnany.

The Worthington meter, manufac-
tured by the Worthington Pump and
Machinery Company.

166 Patrolmen Assigned
To Duty in Saloons Here

Many Complain of Depleted
Police Ranks as Raids Tie
Up More Men ‘

Police orders isgued yesterday trans-
farred 166 more patrolmen from various
precinets to duty in places raided for
dry law violations, This wns the third
assignment of a large number of uni-
formed men to such duty. The police-
men so assigned are reguired to remain |
constantly on guard in raided premises, |

Twenty men were alao assigned to!

plainclothes duty yesterday for wm—kll

with raiding squads. |

Complaints from business men that |
the uniformed fomce on active police
duty is being dangerously depleted he-
cause of the liquor law enforcement
campaign are being received in inereas-
ing numbers,
court calendars is eaid to be so con-
gested that magistrates desapair

ordinary processes.

| Storm Holds Up Gar II Jr.;
Hope to Resume Trip To-day-

A heavy storm which has been sweep- |

ing the Virginia coast since early

Wednesdey evening prevented the Gir

11 Jr. from leaving Hampton yesterday. |
The fast speed eruiser which started a |
race up the Atlantic coast last Sunday |
night in an effort to beat the running |
time of the Key West-New York flyer, |
according to dispatches received here

Inst night, will resume her, journey at

dawn to-day if the storm has abated |
gufficiently. i
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